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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

L An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a communication with Mr. 
Matthew T. Macari (Reg. No. 24,492) on 1 1/21/05. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

Claim 1 1, line 1, "A C-shaped tubing cutter" has been changed to —A tubing cutter—. 
Claim 13 has been cancelled. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The claims are 
allowable because prior art fails to teach that the fixed razor blade has a chordal portion 
extending into the bottom portion which is located directly opposite the opening of the C- 
shaped grasping portion as set forth in claims 1, 11, 15, 16, and 20. 

Regarding claims 1, 1 1, 15, 16, and 20, Hochfeld et al. (Des. 308,81 1), hereinafter 
Hochfeld teaches a cutter that is capable of snapping onto and circumferentially grasp plastic 
tubing to facilitate the rotational cutting of the tubing. Hochfeld also teaches a cutter body 
and a C-shaped grasping portion formed in the body and grasping portion includes an 
opening and a tube receiving portion. Hochfeld also teaches that opening has a width 
generally less than the width of the tube receiving region such that C-shaped grasping portion 


Application/Control Number: 1 0/00 1 ,708 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3724 

receives the plastic tubing with snap engagement retains the plastic tubing during the cutting 
of the tubing. Hochfeld also teaches a fixed blade 38 secured to the body such that a chordal 
portion of the blade extends into the grasping portion whereby rotational movement of the 
engaged cutter around the outer surface of the tubing facilitate cutting. Hochfeld does not 
teach the cutter body has a front piece removably secured to a back piece such that 
securement of the front piece and back piece form the body and the blade is secured within 
the front and back pieces. Hochfeld also fails to teach that the fixed razor blade has a chordal 
portion extending into the bottom portion which is located directly opposite the opening of 
the C-shaped grasping portion as set forth in claims 1, 11, 15, 16, and 20. 

Hochfeld in view ofBaltuch (2,254,199) orMancini (Des. 362,168) teaches that the 
cutter body has a front piece removably secured to a back piece such that securement of the 
front piece and back piece form the body and the blade is secured within the front and back 
pieces. 

However, Hochfeld in view ofBaltuch or Mancini fails to teach that the fixed razor 
blade has a chordal portion extending into the bottom portion which is located directly 
opposite the opening of the C-shaped grasping portion as set forth in claims 1, 11, 15, 16, and 
20. 

None of these references by themselves or in combination with the other prior art 
cited teach the claimed invention set forth in claims 1, 11, 15, 16, and 20. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
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issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance." 

Comment 

3. In view of the amendment to claims 1, 11, 15, 16, and 20, rejection of these claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, is withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Heglin (Des. 376,091), Seymour (2,050,768), Watamura (5,956,853), Taylor (5,285,576), 
Sexton (4,441,400), Burrel (609,138), Schmidt (4,631,829), Erpenbeck (4,1 14,266) teach a 
tubing cutter including a fixed blade having a chordal portion extending across the bottom 
portion of a grasping portion. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ghassem Alie whose telephone number is (571) 272-4501. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan Shoap can be reached on (571) 272-4514. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
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about the PAIR system, SEE http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (too-free). 

GA/ga 
November 21, 2005 



Allan N.Shoap 


